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Jlfr. CiM.iii.MAX : We often hear the inquiry, what 
lire we of the North to do with Slavery ? Why 
lould we be eternally meddling with the affairs 
I: other people, to the neglect of our own? It 
ms been triumphantly asked, have white men 
|o rights, no interests, which demand our eon- 
srn? .Must we be forever engaged in a Quix- 
:ie agitation in behalf of negroes ? 
There was a time, not a great while ago, when 
:h questions, tauntingly thrown in the teeth 
the opponents of Slavery, were deemed con- 
i'Jiive. They conveyed their own irrefutable 
wers by implication. But that day has passed 
J gone. The most stolid are at length becoming 
!!i=ibie that, although we of the North may "let 
lone'' Slavery in the severest manner possible, 
et Slavery will not let us alone. 
Our fathers, near forty years ago, entered into 
solemn league and covenant with Slavery. 
'"»' divided the common national heritage, and 
tup landmarks within which the South, by an 
'most unanimous vote, pledged itself to confine 
s "peculiar institutions." We know how this 
eJge has been kept. We all know that the 
.odmarka have been thrown down in order to 
jtablish the newly-discovered principle of "pop- 
ar sovereignty." We were told that there was 
o (lunger of extending Slavery. The Missouri 
omproraise line, though sanctioned by Henry 
'■V'. by Mr. Monroe, then the President of the 



^ted States, and by his Cabinet, including 
-rawlbrd, of Georgia, and Calhoun, of South 
■ar.ilina, *s-H3 found to be unconstitutional, and 
k& be. repealed. The people of the Territories, 
"'sssnid, in common with those of the States, 
sovereign, and had the right to admit or 



cry at their pleasure. But at the 



^ude Slav 

> time we were assured that Slavery would 
■'t w extended. That the current of iramigra- 
would infallibly give a large preponderance 
jae friends of Freedom, who would be " left 
:f;i'Otly fn-e to form their own institutions in, 
*:rown way." The strength of the human! 
^ 'i-om the free States which has flowed over 
■•J around the State of Missouri, in spite of ruf- 
- a opposition, wus not over-rated by the friends 



of the Kansas-Nebraska bill ; but that the peopla 
have been left perfectly free to form their insti- 
tutions has become so notoriously .untrue, as to 
extort the reluctant admission of the author of. 
the Kansas bill himself, and to awaken his indig- 
nant remonstrance. 

Have the people of Maine nothing to do with 
Slavery in Kansas? Have white men no rights 
iu that Territory? Does all belong to Slavery 
and the South ? No one inquires what right 
have Georgia and South Carolina to meddle 
with Slavery in Kansas. By the general con- 
sent of the supporters of the Administration, 
North and South, their interference is legitimate 
and proper. 

We of the North, who oppose Slavery exten- 
sion, have, by a strange perversion of facts, been 
called the "negro party," or "negro worship- 
pers." Now, Mr. Chairman, let us look into this 
matter. We Republicans propose to confine tho 
negro institution to its present limits. We wish 
to people the new Territories with white men, 
and to rear up new States, with the great insti- 
tution of free white labor as its basis. Our op- 
ponents, on the contrary, desire to flood Kansas 
and the other Territories with negro slaves. 
They have avowed, in the II11II3 of Congress, in 
their numerous organs of public opinion through- 
out the South, and in some published north of 
Mason and Dixon's line, that Slavery is the 
normal condition of the laboring class; that no 
society can be stable and happy without that 
institution; and in a recent elaborate article, the 
official organ of the Government, the Washington 
L'nion, took the ground, most emphatically, that 
the Constitution carries Slavery not only into 
the Territories, but into the free States! The 
President himself has asserted that the Consti- 
tution, without any legislation under it, and even 
against legislation, carries Slavery into all the 
Territories; and regards it as a great " mystery" 
that such men as Clay, Webster, Judge Marshall, 
Monroe, John Quincy Adams, &c, could have 
entertained a different opinion. 

In view of iht'se notorious facts, I hold that, if 
ever a party iu this country deserved to be d.esig- 
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nated ns the "negro puny" or "negro worship- 
pers," it is that which adheres to the Adminis- 
tration of Mr. IJiiehnnun. 

Shall I offer additional proofs on this point? 
Lot the following extracts from Mr. Hiichuiuiu's 
letter to l'rofessor Sillimnn, ami a paragraph or 
two from the columns of the Washington Union, 
suflieo. In the Sillimnn letter, dated August IT), 
18D7, tho President says: 

" Slavery exWted at Unit period, [when the Nebraska 

bill Will passed.) lllllt Still e.\i'l> III KailSllS, under tilt'. 

Constitution of the United Stato*. This point' litis tit lust 
been ftui|lly settled by tint highest triliiimil known to our 
laws, Mow it could over liu vis been .s" fioiisl y doubted, is 
U myatery, If a confederation of sovereign Si mux ac- 
quire u new Territory at the expense of their common 
blood and treasure, surely one set of the partner* can 
liave no right to exclude lhe oilier from its enjoyment liy 
prohibiting idem from taking into it whatever is reeog- 
n iced lo be property by the common Constitution liul 
when the people — tins bona fide, residents of such Terri- 
tory—proceed to form a Slate Constitution, then it is their 
ri In to decide the important question for llu-iiisetves, 
whether tiie.y will conliuue, modify, or uboh di Slavery. 
To them, and to them alone, does this question belong, 
fre from all foreign interference." 

the official organ goes much further than the 
President ; but, from the well-known fact that no 
important article goes into that paper without the 
advice and consent of the President and Cabinet, 
the article from which I quote may be regarded 
as expressing the views of the Administration. 
It appeared in the Union on the 17th of Novem- 
ber last. 1 have only time to read a brief extract, 
tis follows : 

11 T he Constitution declares that 'the ci ixens of each 
Stale shall be entitled to all the privileges and immuni- 
ties of citizens in the severnl Suites.' "Kvery citizen of 
One State, coining into another State, ha..*, therefore, a 
fight lo llie protection of hi.* person, and that properly 
which i.* recognised as such by the Constitution of the 
United States, any law of a State to the contrary not- 
withstanding. So far from anv State having a right to 
deprive hint of tins property, it is its bouudeu duly to pro- 
tect him in its possession. 

" |f these views are correct— and we believe it would 
be difficult to invalidate them— it follow* that all Stale 
laws, whether organic or otherwise, which prohibit u 
citizen of one Slate from settling in another, and bring- 
ing his slave property with him." and most especially de- 
claring it forfeite'i. are direet violations of the original 
intention of a Government, which, a< before staled, is 
the protection of perM>n and property, and of the Consti- 
tution of the Uniied States, which reeognis s property in 
slaves, and declares that ' ihe citizen* of e->eh State shall 
be entitled ioall the privileges and immunities ol citizens 
in the several S:aies,' among the most essential of which 
is the prolec ion of person and property." 

This extract is from a long article in the Union. 
It was evidently prepared with care ; and the 
well-known fact that the editor was selected by 
the President, and is dependent upon him ; that 
the paper habitually reflects the views and policy 
of the Administration, renders it next to certain 
that the article in question had the official sanc- 
tion. Here, then, we have the deliberate avowal 
of the doctrine that the Federal Constitution 
carries slavery into all the free States. 

Sir, the historical fact is undisputed, I believe, 
that the President was reared in the faith of the. 
old Federal party; but 1 defy the friends ofthat 
high functionary to producej'rom the writings of 
the most ultra Federalist of ihe old school, from 
Hamilton down, a maxim so abhorrent to the 
friends of Freedom and State ] lights, as is this 
semi-official pronunciamiento. It leaves not a 



shadow of sovereignty to tho States; it uwet 
away every particle of their reserved rights, it 
transforms this Federal Union into a consolid 
ted despotism. 

This, then, is modern Democracy 1 Jell'ors 
founded the old Democratic party on the bivsis 
universal Freedom and State Rights. Mr. 1) 
chanati, claiming to be his successor ns the. he 
of the same party, declares its basis to be Slave 
and Consolidation. History cannot furnish 
stronger contrast between the principles of t\ 
parties than that which I have shown to ox 
between those represented respectively by Thoi 
as Jefferson and James liuchiUiati. 

In this connection 1 propose to call the atte 
tion of the Committee to one of the most remar 
able instances of political foresight which li 
ever come under my observation, hi fact, I r 
gard it as a prophecy literally fulfilled, aft 
the lapse of more than the third of a centm 
The long-continued ill success of the old Fc 
eral party, the brilliant termination of the w 
with England, and the triumphant election 
Mr. Monroe, caused a general utampede oft 
mercenary and spoil-seeking portion of it, \\\ 
like rats, deserted the sinking ship. They we 
over in droves into the ranks of the all-powi 
ful Democratic or Republican party of that dt 
Mr. Jefferson expressed his apprehensions oft 
consequences of this accession from the ranks 
the enemy in the. following remarkab'e passaj 
which I find in a letter to the flon. William 
Barry, of Kentucky, dated Jlonticello, July 
1822 : 

•' Sir : Your favor of the 15th of Junn is received, a 
I am very thankful for the kindness of its expression' 
snecting "myself. But it ascribes to rue merits which I: 
not claim. I was one only of a hand devo'ed to the cat 
of independence, nil of whom exerted equally their !i 
endeavors for its success, and have a common right 
the merits ot its acquisition. S >, also, is the civil re'vo 
tiont.ftSOl. Very many and very meritorious were! 
worthy patriots who assisted in bringing back our Hi 
eminent to its Uepuhliean track. To preserve it in til 
will require uureiniil.ng vigi'auee. Whether the surri 
dor of our opponents, iheir reception into our camp, il: 
assumption of our name, and apparent acee.sion to 
objects, may strengthen or weaken the genuine prii 
p!es of Republicanism mav be a good or an evil, is y< 
be seen, f consider the putty division of Whigaiid T 
the most, wholesome which can exist in any Governm* 
and well worthy of being nourished, to keep out thos 
a more dangerous character We already see 'hepo 1 
[the. Supreme Court] installed for life, responsible to 
authority, tfor impeachment is not even a scarecrc 
advancing with a roiseless and steady pace to the }!' 
object of eonsolida ion. The foundation* are a're 
deeply laid, by their decisions, for the annihilation of c 
s'.i utional State rights, and the removal of every chf 
every eounterpoisc, to the enguiphing power of wl 
■ heiii*eive* are to make, a sovereign part.' 1 — Jeffr.n 
Works. ■puhli>heri by Congress. Vol L~ 

The Supreme Court being the lever used 

the overthrow of the constitutional rights of 

States, I will read a few more brief extracts fr 

Mr. Jefferson's correspondence touching this?' 

ject. In a letter to Thomas Ritchie, dated M 

ticello, 'December 25, 1S20, he says: 

''The judiciary of the United States i* the subtle c 
of «apper< and miners, constantly working under gre 
to undermine the foundations of our confederate d I'd 
They are const ruing our Constitution from aoo-onhua 
ofug.-ni'ial and special Government to a genetal 
supreme on- aloi e : ' 

In a letter to Archibald Thweat, dated Mo- 
cello, January 19, 1821, he says: 
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"Tho leidsltitivo nml executive hnriclnts trrny oomo- 

llllU'r* t'rr, lillt (lliMSlilllk" (111(1 1 1 « • ] >t* 1 1 1 1 « *. I U! e Will Ijriltlf lIltMII 

iii riuliK Tlio judiciary lii'iiiieli ii« llit- ini«tniiii"iit wli'cii. 
wnikiin? like i',ru v it y, sviilio'tt intiTiiii.-«|oM, U to prens us 
al Inxi into oiiu consolidated maws '■' 

Ami in A letter to J udge Johnson, dated Monti- 
cello, March 4, 1823, he says: 

"I cannot lay down my pen wiilimii recurring 10 ont>. of 
llii> suh.H'eiH t,f toy former letter, tor. In truth. Inert.; is no 
iluninsr I itpprulmml ho initcli us tin* consolidation of our 
UMViTinnt'iit liy the noifule**. and llieitfoie unaliirtiiinjf. 
instrumentality of the Supreme Court. Thin in thti form 
lit v»liioli I'V.duntlisiil now arrays itself, and consolidation 
Utlie present principle of tli&'inc.tion between Itepulili- 
cutis und pseudo Uepuhliciuif, but rent Federalists." 

Tliirty-flvo years alter the date of the letter to 
Mr. Barry, we see one of the " opponents," whose 
"apparent accession " to the ranks of Democracy 
the sage of Atonticello dreaded, installed in the 
Presidential olliee ; and his first official act, his 
inaugural speech, was a declaration of the para- 
mount authority of the Supreme Court, and of its 
right to control the co-ordinate branches of the 
Government! 

It is tho characteristic of prophecy, Mr. Chair- 
man, that while it foreshadows events, and the 
characters of the great actors who are to figure 
in those events, there is a studied suppression of 
names and of specific dates. It is left to pos- 
terity to till up the picture, of which the seer gives 
us a dim, and sometimes uncertain, outline. But 
in the case before us there can be no such uncer- 
tainty. The wayfaring man, though a fool, can- 
not fail to read, in the events of the last year, a 
literal and most exact fulfilment of the Monti- 
cello prophet's gloomy vaticinations. The Dem- 
ocratic party has been utterly debauched and 
estranged from the creed of its founder. Slavery 
is its corner-stone and key-stone. Its only es- 
sential policy and principle are Slavery and Sla- 
very extension; and woe betide the man, be he 
great or small, who falters on this essential point. 
A Democrat may differ with his party upon any- 
thing else, or upon all else, provided he is sound 
on the Slavery question, I, myself, was read 
out of the party some nine or ten years ago, 
because I protested against, and refused to sup- 
port, the author of the famous Nicholson letter 
for the Presidency. 

I have never regretted the course T then felt 
called upon to pursue; because I regard that 
letter as the very source of the whole brood of 
heresies and humbugs which have since ap- 
peared and have proved the ruin of the Dem- 
ocratic party. But mine was a comparatively 
Crave olfence. I insisted on the Wilmot Proviso, 
just as Cass and Dickinson had done the year 
before. Now that we see daily those who have 
been Samsons in the field and Solomons in the 
council falling around us, not for sustaining the 
Wilmot Proviso, not for refusing to vote for the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, but simply 
because they are not ready to sacrifice every dic- 
tate of honor and conscience which stands in the 
way of the extension of Slavery — in the midst 
of such scenes, I have every reason to be thank- 
ful that expulsion from the party was the extent 
of my punishment at that day. 

Would you have illustrations on these points? 
Then look around you. Here you have the 



President himself, who differs with his party, or 
with the avowed principles of the party, upon 
the important question of a protective tariff. He 
has always been a protectionist, and voted for 
tho tariff of 1842. The people, or rather the 
politicians, of South Carolina were at one time 
ready to dissolve tho Union, rather than sub- 
mit to his protective policy, of which the Pres- 
ident and his Pennsylvania friends have always 
been the warm and interested advocates. But 
ho is now "sound on the goose," and that great 
merit atones for a multitude of sins. 

Take the national bank question, and tho 
same indifference is apparent. In General Jack- 
son's time it was tho touchstone. No friend of 
that famous institution could claim fellowship 
with the Democracy in his day. font how is it 
now? Have we not seen the modern Democrats 
welcome scores of old-line national bank Whigs 
to their ranks without asking questions ? Have 
we not seen these new recruits, unwashed and 
uusanctilied, taken up and petted and patron- 
ized, to the neglect of the old -line Democrats? 

Take the internal-improvement question. It 
has from the earliest times been the settled policy 
of the Democratic party to oppose internal im- 
provement by the Federal Government, But 
what do we see to-day ? The Democratic Pres- 
ident recommends the construction of a railroad 
to the Pacific ; a distinguished Democratic Sen- 
ator from Mississippi is the advocate of the same 
policy ; and a Democratic Senator from California 
has introduced a bill into the Senate for the con- 
struction of three such roads to the Pacific ! 

Democrats profess to be in favor of a hard- 
money currency, and denounce bank rags; yet 
every State in the Union where they have the 
control, is overrun with irredeemable bank raga 
and shinplasters. I believe there is not an ex- 
ception to this remark. 

We have heard much lately of reading men 
out of the Democratic party. But for what? 
For unsoundness on the bank or the internal- 
improvement question? For recreancy to free 
trade? Not at all. So far from this being the 
case, we have seen within a few days past an 
old Federal protective tariff Democratic Presi- 
dent, who voted for the tariff of 1842, read out 
of the party the author of the free-trade tariff 
of 18461 And for what? Not for my high 
offence of sustaining the Wilmot Proviso; not 
even for sustaining the Missouri Compromise, or 
refusing to sustain the Nebraska bill. Upon all 
these points he was sound ; but he could not, as 
a man of honor, consent to be the instrument of 
forcing a Constitution upon the people of Kansas 
by fraud and violence. We have seen the pen- 
sioned organs and special friends of this same 
President attempt to read a distinguished Sen- 
ator — a life-long Democrat — out of the party, 
simply because he insists upon a fair election in 
Kansas upon the adoption of a State Constitu- 
tion, and because he has thought proper to de- 
nounce the infamous juggle of the Lecompton 
Constitution. 

Sir, these plain facts are enough to open the 
t-yes of the Northern men to the folly of attempt- 
ing to please and conciliate the South by conces- 



ftiona and compromises on the Slavery question. 
If services such us the Senator from Illinois unci 
the lute Governor of Kansas have performed, 
cuunotahicld them from the ungrateful reproaches 
nnd denunciations of the friends of the peculiar 
institution, it i3 useless for ordinary politicians 
to expect any mercy, if they should ever venture 
to stand erect in the presence of a slaveholder. 
They may as well make up their minds to grope 
and grovel on their bellies the balance of their 
days. 

1 think I have said enough to make it clear 
that Slavery is the all-essential element of what 
how misses for Democracy. Talk of fanaticism! 
Was there ever grosser fanaticism than that which 
is exhibited by the party which worships this 
black idol of Slavery? W as there ever a mono- 
mania more fatal than that which induces North- 
ern Democrats to insist upon reducing our own 
free immigrants to the Territories to the level of 
the negro slaves of the South ? We of the North 
oppose Slavery on every ground. First and fore- 
most, because it is wrong. It violates the in- 
alienable rights of man, turns him into a brute 
and a chattel, and deprives him of education and 
opportunity to improve the talents, mental and 
moral, which his Maker has given him. It goes 
further, it prohibits and punishes every effort 
at mental improvement; and we should be recre- 
ant to humanity, to freedom, and to the highest 
interests of the common weal, if we did not resist 
its extension into new States or Territories. If 
We are Hot permitted to cure the evil, we are de- 
termined, in any event, that it shall spread tto 
further. 

We are also opposed to the reduction of our 
own free laboring classes to the level of slaves, 
by compelling them to work by their side. We 
claim the common territories as the common her- 
itage of the people— the free people. Certainly, 
if slaves cannot own themselves, they can have 
no right to go into the Territories. The Terri- 
tories must either be free or slave. If the latter 
then free laborers have no further interest in 
them; for it is a well-established fact, that 
wherever Slavery exists, the slaveholders get 
possession of all the lands that are good for any- 
thing, and crowd out the poor. Slavery and 
Freedom are irreconcilable as oil and water. They 
cannot be tenants-in-common of the same Terri- 
tory; and, since one must give way, which shall 
it be, the black slave or the white freeman? I 
insist that the slave must be excluded, but not 
the South. The great mass of the Southern 
people are not slaveholders, and they, like we of 
the North, are interested in keeping cut the 
slaves. The slaveholders themselves may go 
and enjoy the Territories, but they must leave 
their slaves at home. But it is fiercely asked 
shall we not carry our property? I answer, no! 
There is no hardship in excluding a particular 
species of property from a State or Territory; it 
is a common and no very heavy grievance. In 
the State from which I came, the bankd are per- 
mitted to issue one-dollar bills; and we find ii 
impossible to avoid taking them. Thev are my 
money, my property; and yet, when I "arrive in 
WaiJungtoa with my pocket ; u ll of them, I fmd 



that I dare not pass them, tinder a penalty often 
times their value. Vour Congressional legion, 
lion lias rendered them useless to me. In Ufa 
manner, Congress prohibits the institutions of 
rum, gin, and whisky, in the Indian Territories' 
and why may it not prohibit the still more per.' 
nicious and wicked institution of Negro Slavery? 

We of the North also oppose Slavery because 
wo have seen, in the past history of the States 
which tolerate it, that it is fatal to their prosper, 
ity. This view of the subject has been so oiten 
and so thoroughly discussed, North and South, 
that I must refrain from entering upon it in de- 
tail nt this time. I will, however, brielly call at- 
tention to a few striking facts, which irresistibly 
chow the superiority of free over slave society iii 
the race of progress. 1 invite the ttttthtiou of 
Southern gentlemen to them. 

The area of what are now free States, though 
they were not all free at that time, was, in 1790. 
106,358 square miles, the area of the slave 
States, at that period, was 295,065 square miles, 
or almost double that of the Northern section, 
In 171)0, the free States contained a total popula- 
tion of 1,068,000; that of the slave States, at the 
same time, was 1,901,000. The difference be- 
tween the free nnd slave States was, therefore, 
only 7,000 at the period of the inauguration of 
the Government — a difference so trifling as to be 
unworthy of notice; so that, for practical pur- 
poses, the two Sections were equal in numbers. 
But, after the lapse of sixty years, how stands 
the case? In 1850, when the last general census 
was taken, the total population of the free States 
was 13,526,000; that of the slave States was 
9,651,000— showing a difference in favor of the 
former of 3,875,000— a number exceeding half 
of the white population of the South. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to bear what 
gentlemen have to say in explanation of this 
striking difference in the progress of trie two sec- 
tions. It cannot be alleged that the South has 
been hedged within its original limits, while the 
North has expanded its area. So far from that 
being the case, the fact is well known that the 
expansion of the area of Slavery had been, up 
to 1850, greater than that of Freedom— much 
greater. 

You say tliat the difference has resulted from 
immigration to the Northern section of the Union. 
Well, admit it ; and then tell me why has immi- 
gration sought the cold and inhospitable North, 
and avoided the genial South ? Such has not 
been the ordinary course of events. History 
teaches us the contrary lesson, that the current 
of emigration naturally or habitually flows from 
north to south. The southern nations of Europe 
have been over-run time and again by swarms 
of northern barbarians; and the Chinese have 
been subject to similar inundations. The pres- 
ent dynasty is descended from northern conquer- 
ors, who overran the country some four or five 
centuries ago. It is true, that in modern times 
civilization has grown too strong to be over- 
thrown by wandering barbarians, and we no lon- 
ger have occasion to dread the inroads of an At- 
tila or Genghis Khan. The swarmivy of nations 
is now conducted in a legitimate and peaceful 
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manner, by the aid of commercial ships and emi- 
grant aid companies. Hut still, the tendency of 
the human tide, where no serious obstacle inter- 
poses, is from the north to the south, or south- 
west. 1 can conceive of but one reason for the 
exception to Which I have adverted in the case 
of European emigration to this continent, name- 
ly, that Slavery repels the merchant, the munu* 
fneturer, the mechanic, and even the common 
laborer, unless he be a slave. If repels by its 
odious presence, by its despotic intolerance, by 
the insult it casts upon labor, and by the still 
more substantial consideration that it offers no 
employment. 

Slaveholders rarely ever employ free labor if 
tbey can avoid it. They say, and say truly, that 
it causes the slave to feel his chains, and to grow 
restive, to place him by the side of the free la- 
borer who receives wages for his toil, tn addi- 
tion to this, the free laborer, who is thus reduced 
to the level of a slave, becomes sensible of his 
degradation, and becomes mean, lie prompts the 
slave to steal, and perhups to run away. The 
slaveholder is disgusted with such employees, 
and resolves never to have one on his planta- 
tion again if he can avoid it. He, at the same 
time, rashly jumps td the conclusion that the 
employment of free labor, in the free States, must 
work as badly as he has found it to do where it 
it is degraded by competition with Slavery ; and 
he hence becomes a clamorous champion of the 
barbarous and unjust system which has reduced 
his State and section, in spite of their natural 
advantages, to a condition of inferiority. 

It is true that the North owes its superior nu- 
merical strength to immigration ; but immigrants 
flock to the North, and avoid the South, because 
the Northern institution of Freedom invites and 
employs them. Can any gentleman present doubt 
that, it is Slavery, and not climate, which repels 
European and Northern emigrants ? If there be 
such here, I invite them to look at California. 
That, great State embraces the latitude of our 
Atlantic States, from Massachusetts to Florida ; 
while its most populous portion is in the latitude 
of Virginia and North Carolina. 

But this is not all. The fact is well known, 
not only to men of science, but common expe- 
rience has brought it to the notice of all, that 
countries on the Pacific coast are eight or ten 
degrees milder iu climate than those on the At- 
lantic; so that, in point of fact, San Francisco is 
■s free from extreme cold as New Orleans or Sa- 
vannah ; and the temperature of that section of 
he Smte which, as I have said, is in the latitude 
>J Virginia, corresponds to that of Florida or 
Southern Texas. These facts, in regard to the cli- 
que of California, will not be disputed. But how 
'■tands the case as to the population ? It is well 
Mown that the great bulk of its inhabitants are 
wives of the free States or foreign countries, 
he South sent out a few hundred aspiring politi- 
cs, and a few thousand gold hunters; but at 
fast nine-tenths of the population went outfrom 
•if; sources above indicated. 
Merc, then, we see the natural proneness of 
°nhern tuitions to emigrate southwardly ; and 
•oore striking confirmation of the views pre- 



sented a few weeks ago by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, as to the practicability of coloni- 
zing Nicaragua from the North. 

The time which 1 have already consumed pre- 
cludes me from going into a history of the Kan- 
sas question ; but I propose brietly to draw ihe 
attention of the Committee to a few prominent 
facts. The people of Kansas have been severely 
censured by the friends of the Administration, 
and by others who profess great moderation on 
this question of Slavery extension, because they 
have refused to vote under the laws passed by a 
usurping Legislature. Kven the ultra champions 
of Slavery have raised their hands in holy horror 
at the factious spirit exhibited by the Free State 
men in thus refusing to exercise the elective 
franchise. The exhibition of solicitude by such 
men in behalf of the Free State cause was enough, 
of itself, to excite suspicion; and the event has 
shown that their only object was to get the Free 
State men committed to the legality of the sys- 
tem of fraud and usurpation which has been im- 
posed upon them by ruffian intervention from a 
neighboring State, under the patronage and pro- 
tection of the Federal Government. The fact is 
notorious, that the most unscrupulous ruffians 
and murderers of Free State men have been ap- 
pointed to office, not ouly by the late but by the 
present Administration. 

The Free State men refused to give the slight- 
est recognition to the usurpation by voting under 
it until last October, when they determined to 
get possession of the Territorial Legislature. 
They had grown strong enough to take care of 
themselves; to repel Border Ruffian interference; 
and to triumph over all opposition. The result 
showed that they constitute an overwhelming 
majority of the population of Kansas. They 
elected three-fourths of both branches of the 
Legislature; and there is every reason »o believe, 
that if a perfectly fair vote were taken, they 
would elect a unanimous Legislature. But the 
frauds which the unscrupulous desperadoes at- 
tempted to perpetrate in Johnson and McGee 
counties are unmistakable indications of the 
character of the men with whom the friends of 
Freedom have had to contend. 

We are all familiar with those frauds. We 
have the authority of Governor Walker, a Mis- 
sissippian, selected for the station on account of 
his devotion to the South, for the facts in the 
case. The county of Johnson was never heard 
of, until we heard that*one of its several precincts 
cast a vote equal to that of any one of a majority 
of the counties in the Southern States. I quote 
the material portions cf Governor Walker's offi- 
cial proclamation in relation to it. He says : 

"This question arises upon tlie extraordinary returns 
made from the precinct of Oxford, in the county of John- 
son. What purport to he the. returns of the. election held 
at that precinct on the 5th and Gilt instant, have heen re- 
ceived !>y the Seete'ary. containing sixteen hundred and 
twenty-eiffht names oi pretended voters, or nearly one- 
hal ft lie numherfri ven in the whole Representative I'istriet. 
The disposition to he made. 01 thissupposed vole is rendered 
nil-important, by the fact that the political character of 
th^Leijisluiive Assembly will be controlled by H.enddi ion 
of three (.^ouiicilnn'ii and ciaht Representative? to > h«* 
strength ol one party or the oilier, according to the adop- 
tion or rejection of the returns in question. 

" Iu point of fact, it is well known lltat even the whole 
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county of Johnson, comprisittft, n§ It does, pnrt of tut Tit' 
il'tiii reserve, which, upon examination ot i lit.*. 1 u\v, wo 
find is not yet subject to n rtcttlement or pre-emption, can 
give no Mich vote, as that which In represented to have 
I icon polled ut this inconsiderable precinct of Oxford. Hut 
while this nnollieinl knowledge, well established unit uni- 
versal n» it iiiii> lie, could not heeoine. the ground of de- 
ci«ion and notion upon the elec'ion returns in themselves 
reuu ar itml authentic, the legitimate clf>ct of uu ufpn- 
rent enormity, Mich as that In question, would nece«sniily 
hi- to induce n close examination of tin: paper presented, 
nnd to roiiuire for its uceeptnncc a perfect compliance 
with all the essential provisions of the law. Such an ex- 
amination of this lineament, conscientiously and impar- 
tially mad'', has brought us to the eotieluMon that the re- 
turns from Oxford precinct, in Johnson county, must be 
wholly rejected, (or the following reasons i 

•'1st. tt does not appear on the face of the document 
presented to us, or in any other manner, that the judges 
of cle.i'lioii took the. oath imperatively required by the 
statute, to secure the ' impartial discharge of their duties 
accord in i,' lo law.' 

"'2d, It does not appear tlmt the paper presented to a? 
was omo of ihrt two original poll-books kept, at the elec- 
tion, us required by law; but, on the contrary, it does ap- 
pear, from unmistakable, internal evidence, that the pa, er 
it either u copy of some other document, or has been made 
up for the occasion, and is not the genuine record of tl e 
votes taken at the election The law required one of the 
poll-books to te returned to the Secretary, the other to 
be deposited with the clerk of the boutd of commissioners 
of the proper county. 

"!Jd As the vote of each elector was to be recorded for 
each me of twenty-two candidates, and in more than a 
hundred eases for wenty five, and that by a viva voce vole, 
it was a physical impossibility that ihe number of votes 
pretended to have been taken on the second day, being 
more llian fifteen hintdn.;l. with tin." name of the, voter 
written, nnd each of ivvcnty-iwo candidates properly des- 
ignated, could have been taken and recorded within the 
time prescribed by law. 

4ih It is an extraordinary fact, tending to throw dis- 
tru-t upon 'he whole proceeding, that, ot'tlie sixteen hun- 
dred a :'d iwentyt ight votes, only one is given to the |Je!- 
egate elect loOoiigf- ss; and only one hundred and twenty- 
four are recorded as having been ca;t for the local candi- 
dates of the township. 

" Influenced by these considerations, and impressed 
with the great responsibility Psting upon us in regard to 
the fainies* of the election, and its free om from all fraud 
suscept-I'le of detection and prevention, within the. scope 
of our duties, we deem it essential to truth and justice that 
we should ascertain every fact calculated lo refute or 
confirm the conclu ions derived from tin* face of he pa- 
pers. Accordingly, we went to the jirecinct. of Oxford, [which 
is a village with six houses, including starts, nnd without, a 
later n.) and ascertained J rom Iht citizens of that vicinity, and 
espicidlly those of the handsome ndjnc-nt. village of New 
Santa Fe. in Missouri, (separated only by a street, and con- 
taining about twenty houses.) that altogether not more than 
one-tenth the number of persons represented to have vaitd were, 
present on the tuo day<: of the election ; much thesmaller num- 
ber, not exceeding thirty or forty, being present on the last 
day, when more than fifteen hundred, votes were representtd 
os having been given. The people of Oxford, as well as 
those of the neighboring village of Santa pe. wei-e astound- 
ed at the magnitude of the returns; and all persons, of nil 
parlies, in both places, treated the whole affair with deris- 
ion or indignation, not having heard the alleged result 
until several days after it had occurred. 

" In the course of our journey to and from Oxford, we 
passed over much the larger purl of the county of John- 
son, and we became satisfied that there is no population 
in the whole county from which more ihau onethhd the 
vote of that single precinct could have been given. We 
learn that some very few persons, having cabins on the 
reserve in Johnson county, and claiming a residence 
therein, though generally absent, had vond at some of 
the precincts in that county; but we are. convinced that 
a very itieonsidernhle number, not reaching, we be ie.ve. 
one hundred, of Missourians. or any other persons having 
no admitted right to vote, did claim or attempt lo exercise 
that right, anywhere within that county." 

I must remark here, that since Governor 
"Walker's proclamation wag issued, it has been 
ascertained, by an examination of the names re- 
turned on the poll-books, that they were literally 
transcribed from uu old Cincinnati Directory. 



It Is even said that the name of the bfreseht Re- 
publican Governor of Ohio, who ut the time the 
director) wua compiled resided in Cincinnati, is 
put down on the list of thodc who voter) fur the 
Pro* Slavery ticket ! 

Tlie Governor threw out these fraudulent re- 
turns, because they were Hot only fraudulent, 
but illegal, and gave the certificates of election 
to the Free State candidates, lie pursued tlx 
same course in reference to the enormous returns 
of McGee county; which, With a population of 
from one to two hundred, returned a thousand 
or twelve huudred majority for the Pfo-Sluverr 
ticket. Governor Walker took the stump in belittif 
of the Pro-Slavery ticket, 1 repeat, but he was not 
so depraved as to lend the sanction of his name 
to these infamous frauds. And what has been 
the consequence? We all know it. tie has been 
hunted and hounded by the propagandists of 
Slavery, and frowned upon by the Administra- 
tion, until he has been constrained to resign. A 
Southern man, a slaveholder, going to Kansas as 
the special representative of Slavery, he has now 
been compelled to vacate his post, because his 
sense of honor and duty would not permit him 
to countenance frauds as barefaced and infamous 
as ever felon swung for at Tyburn. 

The virtual sanction which the Administration 
has given to these frauds shows a well-3ettleii 
purpose of making Kansas a slave State at nil 
hazards. If open force will not answer the pur- 
pose, then trickery must be resorted to. 

lint it failed in securing a majority of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, and the disappointed con- 
spirators were determined to profit by the lesson 
of experience. They resolved to secure a Pro- 
Slavery Constitution by the same system of man- 
ufacturing votes, which, but for the honorable 
conduct of Governor Walker, would have given 
them the control of the Legislature. To accom- 
plish this end, they resorted to two cunning e.v' 
pedients. Whether they were concocted in 
Washington, as has been surmised, or are indig- 
enous to the soil of Leconipton, I will not under* 
take to say ; but it would be difficult to conceive 
of devices better suited to the emergency. 

The first of these tricks is the show of com- 
pliance with the doctrine of popular sovereignty, 
by pretending to submit the Slavery clause to the 
popular vote. 

It is well known that Judge Douglas, the 
author of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, insisted, 
while advocating its passage, that Slavery, like 
all other matters, should be under the control oi 
the people of the Territory. This was all be 
claimed in regard to it. He "rang the changes ' 
upon this point in every imaginable way, insist' 
ing, while the people were allowed to legislate 
and make Constitutions affecting all the other 
relations of life — of parent and child, of guardian 
and ward, of landlord and tenant, of master ami 
servant or apprentice — that they should have the 
same right to legislate in regard to negroes. B u j 
the Lecornpton Convention, in flagrant disregard 
of this loudly-proclaimed doctrine of popular 
sovereignty, have submitted only one clause ot 
their Constitution to the popular ratification ; a n " 
as 1 shall presently show, even thati3 only seem- 



Ingly submitted, 'their schedule- provided that 
Ihu people should be called upon to vote, on the 
L'lsiof December lust,, for the Constitution with 
Huvory, or for the Constitution without Slavery. 
Ifhoso who chose to avail themselves of the priv- 
ilege of voting, were therefore compelled to vote 
lor the Constitution, or not vote at all. 'the Con- 
stitution contains several clauses which are 
IhiKuly objectionable to a large number of the 
■people of Kansas — to a majority, indeed; but, 
[whether it does or not, the Convention and Con- 
Lruijs have no right to force it upon the people 
Iwithoat their consent, If it were the best Con- 
stitution that the wit of man could devise, it 
Iwould be an outrage to impose it upon an uuwil- 
I linjjc people. 

Bat, in point of fact, the existence or non-cx- 
listence of Slavery was not submitted at all, for it 
is provided, in another separate clause, that under 
no circumstances shall the relation of master and 
[slave be disturbed, whatever be the result of the 
: election upon the Slavery clause. The perpetual 
I existence of Slavery is secured ; and the sham of 
voting only amounts to this: that the Constitu- 
tion without Slavery is to be understood as pro- 
hibiting the introduction of more slaves. I will 
proceed to show, from Southern authorities, that 
thi3 is the case, and that some go so far as to 
declare that the Constitution without Slavery is 
a better Pro-Slavery instrument than the Con- 
stitution with Slavery. A correspondent of the 
Jackson Jltmisnippian, writing from Lecompton 
on the 2 * til November last, says: 

"Thus you see that whilst, by submitting the question 
in litis form, they are bound to have si ratification of the 
one or the otheK and that whilst it seems to be un elec- 
tion between a Free State and Pro Slavery Constitution, 
it is in (act but a queMioit of the future introduction of 
Slavery that is in eontrovesy ; and yet it furnishes cur 
friends in Congress a basis on which to rest their vindi- 
cation of the admission of Kansas as a State under it 
into the Union; while they would not have it, sent di- 
itu'tly from the Convention. 

'• It is the very best proposition for making Kansas a 
slave State that was submitted for the consideration of 
thft Convention. In addition to what 1 have stated, it em- 
braces a provision continuing in force all exis'iug laws 
ofiho Territory until repealed by the Legislature of the 
Siate to be elected under the provisions oi" this Constitu- 
tion." 

The Charleston Mercury entertains similar 

opinions, as will be seen by the following : 

"We are equally satisfied with the action of the Con- 
vention. We differ, too, with the President, as to what is 
submitted to the vote of the people. We do not think that 
the question of Slavery or no Slavery is submitted to the 
vote of the people. Whether the clause in the Constitu- 
tion is voted out or voted in, Slavery exists and has a 
fUHrantee in ihe Constitution that it shall not be interfer- 
fil with j whilst if the Slavery pur y in Kansas can keep 
or «ei the majority of the Legislature, they may open 
wide Ihe door for the immigration of slaves. But this, 
also, is a small matter of difference with the l'resid jnt." ' 

The second expedient to which I have advert- 
ed, by •which the Lecompton conspirators hoped 
to triumph over the people, is the submission of 
the returns of election, not to the Governor of 
the Territory, as heretofore, but to the President 
of the Convention, Calhoun. It wa3 reasonably 
concluded that he would readily sanction any 
return of votes that might be brought up from 
Johnson and MoGee counties; and accordingly 
we learn that, on the 21st of December, Johnson 
actually gave nearly two thousand majority to the 



Pro»Sluvcry clause ! No doubt that McOeo has 
done equally as well. 

It in amazing to witness the coolness with 
which the friends of the Administration insist 
that Congress is bound to admit Kansas into the 
Union under this infamously fraudulent Consti- 
tution, which was conceived in sin and hatched 
in iniquity. The Convention itself, even if the 
election of the delegates had been fair, had no 
authority to force a Constitution upon the people, 
for the reason that the Territorial Legislature had 
no authority to call it into existence. At the best, 
it is merely a voluntary ntl'uir; and although it 
might be admitted that its assemblage was legal, 
it had no legal authority. Any popular Con- 
vention, which abstains from breaking the peace, 
is legal. The late tree State Conventions at 
Lawrence were legal ; but, like the Lecompton 
Convention, they had no authority to impose a 
Constitution upon the people. Either might 
propose a Constitution, but neither possessed 
the right to establish one. I proceed to illustrate 
this point on the authority of General Jackson's 
Administration, in the case of Arkansas, backed 
by that of James Uuchanan himself in the case 
of Michigan. The cases are parallel, and the 
testimonies of these authorities are explicit and 
to the point. General Jackson referred the 
Arkansas case to the Secretary of State, and the 
latter asked the advice of the Attorney General, 
Mr. 13 u tier. He gave it as follows, which deter- 
mined the policy of the President in the prem- 
ises : 

"Consequently, it is not in the power of the General 
Assembly of Arkansas to pass any law for the purpose 
of electing members to form a Constitution and State 
Government, or to do any other act, directly or indi- 
rectly, to create such new Government. Kver> such law, 
even though it were approved by the Government of the 
Tenitory, would Ice nu'l and void. If parsed by them, 
notwithstanding bis veto, by a vote of two-thirds of rach 
branch, it would still be equally void. 

'•If I am right in the foregoing opinion, it will then fol- 
low that the course of tiie Governor, in declining to call 
together theTcrritoriul Legislature for the purpose inques- 
lion, was such as his legal dunes required ; and that the 
views h*; has expressed in bis public addres s ,and also in 
his official communication to yourself, so far as they indi- 
cate an intention not to sanction or concur in any legisla- 
tive or other proceedings towards the formation of ;i 
State Government until Congress shall have authorized 
it. are also correct. 

"No law has yet been passed by Congress, which 
either expressly or impliedly gives to the people of Ar- 
kansas the authority to form a State Government. 

"For the reasons above stated, I am, therefore, of opin- 
ion that the inhabitants of that Territory have not at 
present, and that they cannot acquire otherwise than by 
an act ol Congress, the right to form such a Govern- 
ment." 

The testimony of Mr. Buchanan, in the case of 
Michigan, is equally explicit, lie advocates the 
policy of recognising what the people had done 
voluntarily, without an enabling act; but he 
distinctly denied the authority of the Territorial 
Legislature to call a Convention. He said : 

" We ought not to apply the rigid rules of abstract polit- 
ical science too rigorously in such cases. It has been our 
practice heretofore to treat our infant Territories with pa- 
rental care, to nurse litem wiih kindness, and when they 
had s'.ttained the s.ge of manhood, to admit them into the 
umity without requiring from them a ri-;id adherence t» 
form-. The great questions to be decided are: IJothey 
contain a sufficient population? Have thiy adopted a 
republican Constitution ? And are they waiting toeiif r 
tliu Union upon the terms which we propose? If so, all 



8 



the pre'liiuimry propct'iliiiffs hnvo been coiiflidcrml but 
iiiiTi; lorinx. which luivt! wuivmJ in repented iiistiinet's, 
Tliay urn hut llit! M'lillbliiii'U' in i |r- bu lilinif, wliioh is <>l 
no farther u»o nficr tin; t* ( 1 1 fi r; < i i-< ei.'iiiple.te. \V« lmv« 
pursued this eourse in rt^runl 10 Tetme.-wo, lo Arkansas, 
mill I'vi'ii hi MuMiimm. S'o Si: nit lor will pntinil thai llwn 
Territorial. Lmi.tlitlurrs h d nny ti^ht tchatct'tr to puss laws 
t>n{pti iii thr propie, totlrr.t tlvlenatcs to a Cunntntionjor the 
/■urpost: of J'oiminu a State Constitution. It was an act of 
usurpation on their part,'" 

This, ono would suppose, should bo conclusive 
with those who profits a profound reverence for 
whatever emanates from the White JJouse; but 
I am sorry to say that the President's bosom 
friend in the other wing of the Capitol has al- 
ready impaired the value of the authority by 
pleading the statute of limitations in his behalf. 

The more recent facts in the history of the 
Kansas question are too fresh in the recollection 
of the Committee to need repetition by me. We 
all know that Calhoun, the L'refidentof the Con- 
vention, invited Acting Governor Denver, to- 
gether with the presiding ollicers of the two 
branches of the Territorial Legislature, to join 
him in counting the votes. The latter have m.ude 
an officia' and authoritative statement of the re- 
sult, which we have nil read. According to that 
statement, the Free State party carried everything 
on the 4th of January, electing State ollicers. a 
majority of the Legislature, and the Representa- 
tive to Congress. They ut ihe same time and 
places, under the authority of the existing Terri- 
torial Legislature, held a separate election, in 
order to test the sense of the people in regard to 
the Constitution, and the acting Governor has 
certified that more than ten thousand votes were 
cast against its adoption. The Pro-Slavery party, 
conscious of its weakness in a fair election, with 
honest men to count and receive the votes, re- 
frained entirely from voting. 

But Calhoun was not to be thwarted. He 
alleged some informality in making the returns 
from one of the counties or precincts, and at the 
same time produced returns from a place called 
Delaware Crossing, which entirely changed the 
result, and gave a majority to the Pro-Slavery 
party. These last returns have since been proven 
to be entirely fraudulent. Out of forty-nine votes 
actually cast, the unscrupulous tools of the party 
hi power manufactured three hundred and forty- 
nine; and then, lest the fraud should be detect- 
ed and exposed, hid the returns in a woodpile! 

Such, Mr. Chairman, is a brief outline of the 
history of the Lecompton Constitution. I have 
no room for the details ; but \ v/ill venture to 
a?sert that a free people were never defrauded of 
their rights by expedients more base and shame- 
less. History is filled with records of crime and 
mis-government ; but the atrocities of tyrants, 
invested with the supreme power, are what the 
world has been accustomed to look for. When 
the people are not recognised as the rightful 
source of power, it would be unreasonable to ex- 
pect a uniform adherence to the rules of equity ; 
but, in the history of well-established constitu- 



tional Governments, such as England for tho 
lust hundred and sixty years, or tho United Statoj 
up to tho period of tho last Administration, no 
parallel can bu found to the criminal misgovern- 
ment of Kansas. 

The President of the United States, in his lato 
message, has assumed tho responsibility for thi3 
fraud ; he has shouldered this load of infamy, 
and it will stick to him to his grave. He bus 
taken it upon himself willingly, knowingly, and 
guiltily, against tho earnest remonstrances of 
those who were mainly instrumental in his elec- 
tion, and he cannot now, if he would, lay it 
down. It has broken down his Administration 
in the first year of its existence; it has destroyed 
his good name, and blasted his last faint hops of a 
continuance in power. 

Mr. Chairman, we often hear Fourth of July 
orators use the steam-engine and the railroad 
cars aa the types and symbols of American pro- 
gress ; and it must be admitted that the symbols 
hold as good for our progress in political corrup- 
tion and decay, as in material or intellectual 
advancement. Greece maintained her liberties 
some five or six hundred years ; Home some soven 
hundred, before demagogues, turned tyrants, 
learned to govern the Empire with despotic sway, 
under the forms of republicanism. Our modern 
demagogues have excelled the ancient as much 
as the appliances of modern travel surpass those 
of the Augustan age. In the first century of the 
American Republic, in spite of our boasted gen- 
eral education, our freedom of the press and of 
speech, our holy Christian religion and high civ- 
ilization, they have learned to play the despot— 
I might almost say the Nero — under the forms of 
constitutional Government. Had we a large 
standing army, such as was maintained by Rome 
in the days of her corruption and decline, there 
can be no doubt that, like her, we should be sub- 
jected to the ignominious yoke of a despot cho- 
sen by our Praetorian bands, and in the same 
manner, by public sale at auction. But, thank 
God, we have no such army of mercenaries; 
and it is to be hoped we never shall have. There 
can be no doubt that we have demagogues bold 
enough, cunning enough, and base enough, to 
pervert the whole machinery of our republican 
system, and to establish the same despotic rule 
in the States which they have kept up in Kansas 
for the last three or four years. 

But, sir, I must draw my remarks to a close. 
I have already occupied the time of the Commit- 
tee longer than I desired; but I have found it 
impossible to compress into a shorter space the 
many things which 1 felt it incumbent on me to 
say upon this fruitful topic. I regard the strug- 
gle for liberty in Kansas as a momentous one; 
but the final result I cannot permit myself to 
doubt. Truth and right, though crushed to the 
earth a thousand times, will rise again ; and they 
must and will prevail. 
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